
Scholarship Program
 ASSIST, a nonprofit educational organization, conducts a rigorous international competition each year on behalf of our member
schools. We connect talented and deserving students from around the world with American independent day and boarding
schools of stature. Our students study in the States for one academic year and return home afterward to share what they have
learned. For the 2006/07 academic year, the value of the scholarship at member boarding schools ranges up to US $38,500. ASSIST
students selected for full scholarships do not pay this tuition fee to the school. Outside of the classroom, ASSIST students are
eager to engage in the arts, community service, athletics, clubs and other activities. Our students are selected because they
demonstrate a desire to engage and share themselves while learning about American culture. They leave an impressive legacy of
accomplishment, as well as their personal impact on peers, teachers and host families.

The Academic Program
 ASSIST schools are among the finest secondary institutions in America. Each school has high academic standards and a talented
faculty, and each prepares its students to do very good work at college or university.

Classes are small - usually 15 students or fewer- and all students are expected to participate actively in daily class discussions. Grades
often depend on class participation in addition to exams, essays, quizzes and daily effort.

The academic year is divided into terms - semesters (2) or trimesters (3). Some academic courses are taken for the entire year, but
others are taken for a term. Students generally enroll in four to six courses per term, and each class will require about 45 minutes of
homework each day.

ASSIST students are required to take English literature and U.S. History. The remaining courses are selected from a wide variety of
options with the assistance of an advisor or the academic dean, and students may tailor their schedule to take advantage of their
unique talents.  Academic requirements vary by school, and ASSIST students receive a curriculum guide that describes the program,
courses and requirements.

Campus and Facilities
 ASSIST schools are located in every major region of the U.S., and their physical appearances are as varied as are their environments
and characters. While each school shares a commitment to academic excellence and to its students, each school nurtures its own
unique mission and personality.
Independent school campuses are equipped in a manner similar to colleges and universities. In addition to classroom space, schools
have libraries, access to technology, athletic fields, facilities for music and the visual arts, science laboratories and dormitories.
Students are placed at schools that are good matches for their talents, skills and interests. An ASSIST scholar might study in a rustic
ranch building set amid acred of plains, ir in a more urban setting with action bustling around, or in an ivy-covered brick building.

ASSIST Scholarship Program Description

For the academic year 2009-2010 there are two programs that offer scholarships to US for Moldovan students:

- ASSIST Scholarship program
- DAVIS International Scholars Program

ASSIST History
American Secondary Schools for International Students and Teachers (ASSIST) was founded in 1969 by the late Paul G. Sanderson, Jr.,
a visionary American educator who was among the first to conceive of the benefits of an international educational community for
American independent secondary schools. Mr. Sanderson began with a class of 13 students and created an educational and cultural
exchange program that continues to bring deserving and talented boys and girls to study in the United States on one-year
scholarships.
ASSIST’s mission has broadened over its history. From our original base in Germany, we have expanded to numerous other regions
and have brought to member schools scholars from countries underrepresented  in their student bodies. As well, ASSIST has added
exchange experiences for students and teachers in our American member schools. Opportunities now exist for these students to
attend a leadership institute in the Czech Republic. Teachers can attend stimulating professional development programs in Brussels,
Belgium, and Berlin, Germany.
With all of the programmatic advances, the core of our mission continues unaltered: to discover, select, place and support
outstanding international students in American independent secondary schools of stature. ASSIST students are models of
achievement  at their American schools, where they add to the academic vitality of the community, make contributions
to the artistic, athletic, community service and other extracurricular programs, and share willingly their own unique cultural
backgrounds. To date, more than 3,400 students from 35 countries have become ASSIST scholars. They have returned
home to become leaders in their own countries, appreciative of their experience and with a deep understanding of American values
and culture.
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Application and Selection

Application for an ASSIST scholarship is competitive, and each candidate is encouraged to pursue other options in addition to applying to
ASSIST.

Program Essentials
ASSIST selects students entering the 11th grade. Students study in the Stated for 10 months and tehn return to their home countries -
scholarships are not renewable.
Candidates offered scholarships are placed at American Independent schools that are members of ASSIST. Candidates may not
express a preference for a particular school, geodraphic region, or type of school (day or boarding). The final decision for acceptance
lies with the school, and ASSIST works carefully to present candidates to schools where the fit is felt to be optimal.
Candidates must remain in the U.S. for the full ten months, spending holidays with their American host or homestay families. Parental
visits are discouraged until the springtime to ensure a successful cultural transition.

Selection and Notification
Each candidate will will sit for a Secondary Level English Proficiency (SLEP) Test as well as write an essay on the proposed topic. The
successful candidates will then fill in a thorough application form for evaluating their candidacy. The elements of the application are:

The essay. The candidate discusses what makes him or her unique, focusing on special talents, meaningful experiences, and personal
philosophies. The committee is interested in family relationships, interests and activities, and a clarification of the desire to be part of
the ASSIST program - what you will gring to it, gain from it, and share after it.

Academic Transcript. We require an official academic transcript that includes the courses and academic achievement for both the
current and previous school years.

Recommendations. Personal recommendations must be submitted by your current English teacher, your Mathematics teacher and
your  School Administrator.

Application form. This form includes contact and biographical information, as well as details of personal information. We also ask
that you submit informal candid photographs of yourself with family and friends.

 The Interview. For successful applicants, the interviews take place in January-February. ASSIST representatives and colleagues form
interview committees in each country, and students have an opportunity to present themselves.

ASSIST makes in about 2 to 3 weeks following the interivew. All candidates are notified of the status of their candidacy. Students not
offered a full or partial scholarship might be placed on a waiting list.

Transisitons and Support
 Once named ASSIST scholars, candidates are presented to member schools, which make the final decision regarding admission. Once
a placement has been made, ASSIST will notify students and families. The schools will also notify candidates of their acceptance and
begin to correspond directly with students and families to begin to pan the academic year. At the same time, ASSIST begins a
yearlong program of student and family support. In each country, orientations take place prior to departure for the U.S. and each
family and student will receive extensive preparation materials from ASSIST, including the forms necessary to secure a student visa.
Upon arrival in the U.S., all ASSIST students gather at an independent schools for an orientation. Students are introduced in even
greater depth to the American educational system, to one another, and to American society. Following the orientation, transportation
is arranged to the school of host family.

Finacial Responsibilities of the Family
An ASSIST program fee, set by teh ASSIST Board of Directors, is charged to the family of each candidate who is chosen and wishes to
be part of the program. As a nonprofit education organization, ASSIST seeks to keep its fees low and responsive to family needs.
For the academic year 2009-2010 the fee for Moldovan students is 1000 USD. This fee covers ASSIST's administrative and operating
costs, both in America and around the world; the cost of orientation in country and in America, round trip airfare to US and host
family of school, health and accident insurance. Families are responsible for visa application fees and medical examination.



The Davis   International Scholars Program

The academic year 2009-2010 is the first year that the Davis International Scholars Program is offered to the Moldovan Students.

Brief Program Description
The Davis International Scholars Program offers students the opportunity to earn a scholarship to attend one of five independent
boarding schools in the U.S. that are pilot members of this program. Students attend the schools fro two or three years and stay to
earn a diploma. After graduation, if students are accepted to any one of 86 universities in the U.S. affiliated with the Davis Program,
funding from the Program continues at $10000 USD per year for four years.

Selection and Notification
The selection process is identical to the ASSIST/HMC selection process. Each applicant indicating in the application form that Davis is
a possible choice must complete a financial aid application and submit it with the other paperwork.
 The number of Davis Scholarships is very limited, so we advise candidates to apply for a Davis Scholarship in addition to ASSIST and/
or HMC Scholarships. After the interviews, if students in the scholarshipcompetition are chosen to become Davis Scholarship
candidates, they will apply directly to one of the Davis pilor schools for admission.

Financial Responsibilities of the family
There is no program fee charged to families, but families must pay the personal expenses of their children (airfare, spending money,
health insurance, books and supplies, etc.)
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